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of0 associated stars is to be regarded as a feature of
certain parts, at any rate, of our galaxy; and we shall
therefore be the less surprised if we should find reason
for believing that it is a characteristic peculiarity of
tlie galactic system.

Now with regard to the nebulae (resolvable and ir-
resolvable), and their claim to be regarded as external
galaxies, I shall have much to say farther on; but I
may remark in passing, that we have precisely the
same reason for believing that many of these objects
lie within the range of the solar system as have been
already considered in the case of star-clusters. Their
component stars, to be visible at all, must fall within
the range of distance which astronomers have assigned
to the boundaries of *the galaxy, since some stars even
within that range cease to be separately visible in the
most powerful telescopes man has yet constructed. So
that when in these objects we see a few or many dis-
tinct stars, and a mass of nebulous light which we judge
to proceed from an indefinitely large number of minute
stars, we again have very decided evidence of the fact
that in one and the same region of the sidereal system
there may exist leading stars (so to speak) and innu-
merable stars relatively minute.

With considerations such as these (and I might add
many others) to gftide us, let us proceed to consider
the teachings of the Milky Way itself, that we may
see whether that wonderful zone indeed represents, as0
nas been thought, the sidereal system itself, or only
an aggregation of minute orbs altogether insignificant,